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Spain, protest; the Foreign Office ought to check the clamor
that warships should be sent to Morocco.97
How far the French reports of disorders represented a
genuine fear that their authority and European lives were
endangered, and how far they were exaggerated as a pre-
text for securing a stronger grasp on the country, it is
difficult to say. That they had been steadily extending
their political grip on Morocco, and intended eventually to
reduce it to a French protectorate, there is no doubt.
Kiderlen likened it to the spread of oil upon water,98
When the Russian Ambassador in Paris asked M. Cruppi,
the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, how long the French
would remain in Fez, the Minister answered evasively."
And Caillaux, who became Prime Minister in June 1911, has
declared: "Our problem was nothing less than to regain all
the ground lost since 1905, and to repair the consequences
of the serious diplomatic check which we had suffered." 10°
In 1905, it will be remembered, Delcasse had been forced
from office; but Delcasse was now back in the Cabinet again,
just as the French were preparing to occupy Rabat and
march to Fez. To be sure, he had only the naval portfolio,
and the Prime Minister, Monis, had assured the German
Ambassador that, "he had taken Delcasse into his cabinet
on account of his notable work in the navy, and because his
great technical knowledge was indispensable. Delcasse has
firmly promised not to mix in foreign policy; anyway, his"
views today differ from those of some years ago." 101 But
it was natural that, with his restless energy and memory
of the past, Delcasse was suspected by the German Press of
having a hand in the Moroccan policy, and later events
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